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In the Office Action dated December 16, 2003, the Examiner imposed a requirement for an 
election of species pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §121, requiring election of either: 

Species I: The diffractive optical element having the upper film being the same material 
as a substrate, and having finer crystal grains; or 

Species II: The diffractive optical element comprising a substrate having polycrystals 
whose crystal grain is not more than about one micrometer. 

In response Applicants elect to prosecute Species I, and list claims 1 through 13 as readable 
on elected Species I. Favorable consideration of claims 1 through 13 is solicited. 
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